
Foreword by Dr. Robert Beebe 

 

The current volume represents an updating and expansion of 

material first developed in the 1990s in response to the 

disintegration of much of the communist world where its youth 

were crying out for educational materials that would address moral 

and ethical concerns left unanswered by a discredited Marxist-

Leninist ideology. At that time the International Educational 

Foundation worked extensively throughout the former Soviet 

Union, the People’s Republic of China, and beyond, publishing 

textbooks and training educators in the use of its materials through 

PowerPoint presentations and various interactive exercises. 

It began in the fall of 1992, when an agreement was reached 

with the Russian Ministry of Higher Education to hold workshops in 

the Crimea, inviting delegations of educators from all 88 regions of 

the Russian Federation, for the purpose of creating a character 

education curriculum based on the Divine Principle.
i
 By the summer 

of 1993 the first of a series of textbooks and teacher manuals were 

published under the title My World & I. Training seminars for 

teachers began to be held throughout Russia as well as other 

republics of the former Soviet Union to introduce this material. 

From then on, hundreds of training workshops were held every year, 

expanding the curriculum to thousands of schools. 

Other projects initiated during the 1990s were programs for 

military officers, prison officials and inmates, journalists, university 

presidents and women leaders, among others, expanding from 

Russia into China and other parts of the world. Almost universally, 



these programs were well-received, nourishing a people left 

spiritually and morally hungry by an outmoded system of thought 

and its accompanying social and political structure. 

The world has changed greatly since the 1990s. When the 

Soviet Union collapsed, a naïve view was propagated that we had 

reached “the end of history,” i.e., that with the end of the Cold War 

the way was open for a bright new history to begin free of the 

destructive conflicts of the past. The 9/11 attacks brought such 

halcyon optimism to a sudden termination. Today, in the early 21
st
 

century, the world seems to be fraught with an even greater anxiety 

and fear than during the height of the Cold War. 

In the West, many fear not only the attacks of terrorists but the 

increasing attacks on fundamental values that have been at the 

foundation of its culture: values concerning sexual morality, 

marriage and family, personal freedoms, and limited government. 

People speak openly of the decline of the West. Poll after poll 

depicts a people losing hope in the future and saying they feel their 

society is on the wrong path.  

In this light, a material originally developed in response to the 

spiritual hunger of a collapsing communist society may be well-

suited, albeit with revisions addressing our present malady, to the 

situation the West finds itself in today. Indeed, we face a crisis no 

less dire than the communist world of two decades ago. I commend 

the author of this book for her efforts to adapt this material to the 

great issues facing us at the present time. I pray that it may move the 

hearts and minds of its readers to work with others to reverse the 



destructive influences now confronting us and give birth to a bright 

new future. 
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iThe Divine Principle is the primary theological text of the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification developed by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon on the basis of many years of tearful 

prayer, study of the Bible, and a life of spiritual and physical sacrifice. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFT5L8SVOsPJM7LVm_YwRQZx26E0VIcv1

